FIFTH ANNUAL GATUMBA MEMORIAL GATHERING
2009 INFORMATION SHEET

BACKGROUND

During the night of August 13, 2004, in a United Nations-run refugee camp in Burundi, Africa called Gatumba, 166
innocents from the Democratic Republic of Congo were mercilessly slaughtered by armed factions. These 166, the
116 others who were maimed and injured, and their traumatized families, were almost exclusively members of the
“Banyamulenge” tribe, who had earlier been forced from their homes in the southern Kivu region of the DRC.

But since that horrific night, hundreds of Gatumba Survivors and their families have been relocated to safety in North
America, to communities from Colorado to Maine and from Texas to Canada, aided by numerous international
governmental organizations, nonprofit groups, and countless volunteers.

CURRENT EVENTS

Families of Gatumba Survivors are now living throughout the US, and dozens have resettled in New England. On
August 15 and 16, 2009, at NHTI, Concord’s Community College, in Concord, NH, the Fifth Annual Gatumba
Memorial Gathering will be held. This event, which is open to all Gatumba Survivors, with events open to the
public as well, will help the Survivors and their families rekindle old bonds and forge new connections, pay respects to
those who were murdered, and continue healing raw emotional wounds. Privately, the Survivors, who generally are
deeply religious, will have the chance to hold services and remembrances of those lost in a peaceful and safe
location. Sponsorships to bring the Survivors to the Memorial are being obtained daily.

On a greater scale, the Survivors will use this event as a platform to pressure the international community to bring
these evildoers to justice, to protect the 2,000-plus remaining Banyamulenge from the threat of genocide, reunite
families torn apart by violence and resettlement, and to call for a cessation of violence against all civilian
populations throughout the Congo and the Great Lakes Region of Africa.

The violence against innocent civilians that continues to this day must be stopped.

Events open to the public will be held from 10 AM to 6:30 PM on Saturday, August 15, and will include
presentations and speakers on the Gatumba Massacre and the situation in the Great Lakes Region, including
among many others, Rose Mapendo, United Nations Humanitarian of the Year. This will also present
opportunities to get involved as a force for change with different types of organizations, and provide a chance to meet
the Survivors.

ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED

This gathering is being spearheaded by three nonprofit groups — the Gatumba Refugees Survivors Foundation,
the Contocook United Methodist Church of Concord, NH, and Mahoro Association, with gracious support from
Mapendo International. The administration, faculty, staff and students of NHTI have been invaluable in organizing
and hosting this year’s event.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

Olivier Mandevu, President, Gatumba Refugees Survivors Foundation, Inc., (518) 210-1169
oliviermandevu@gmail.com « www.gatumbasurvivors.org

Dr. Kigabo Mbazumutima, Mahoro Association, (623) 930-0209
modmbaz@yahoo.fr

David Carpenter, Secretary, Gatumba Refugees Survivors Foundation, Inc., (802) 948-2887
dacplic@gmail.com
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Saturday, August 15

10:00 am — 12:00 pm

12:00 pm -1:30 pm

12:00 pm — 2:00 pm
2:00 pm - 5:00 pm

5:00 pm — 6:30 pm

7:30 pm - ???

Fifth Annual Gatumba Genocide Memorial
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Memorial Healing Service (open to public) Auditorium
e Healing sermons by invited priests and pastors

e Healing songs from different choirs

Lunch - Outdoor Grill sponsored by Contoocook UMC (open to Quad

public)
Soccer Match Field #4
Memorial detailed schedule (open to public) Auditorium

Opening and Introduction

e  Moderator (David Carpenter): Opening the session and
welcoming NHTI president (5 minutes)

e NHTI President Lynn Kilchenstein: Welcoming the guests (7 -
10 minutes)

e Clément Kigugu, Representative of local Concord community,
Opening Remarks (5 minutes)

Presentation

e Olivier Mandevu, GRSF President: Keynote address
(background of the massacres, Discussion of GRSF activities
(Memorial gathering, orphans and widows still in refugee
camps and public housing in Burundi and family reunification
and advocacy ongoing projects) (20 minutes maximum)

e Short video on massacres

e Three Survivors testimonies (7 minutes each)

e Testimony of Rose Mapendo (25 minutes)

Remembrance

e Moderator :The audience asked to stand up and keep a
minute of silence in remembrance of the victims (a power
point display of their names is run)

Discussion (each panelist will have 10 minutes to speak)
Panelists: Olivier Mandevu, Sasha Chanoff, Rose Mapendo,
Dr. Modeste Kigabo, Thandi Tshabangu-Soko, Zoeann
Murphy, Susan Allison-Endriss
e The political and humanitarian context of the Great Lakes
Region of Africa
e The impact of violence on Survivors and families
e Addressing human rights violations through justice and action
e Questions and Answers (30-45 minutes)
Dinner — provided by members of Contoocook UMC and African Student Center
community (open to public)
Informal get-together for Survivors (closed to public) Student Center
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PARTICIPANTS

Ms. Lynn Kilchenstein President, NHTI

Mr. Clément Kigugu Representative, Concord Banyamulenge Community
Mr. Sasha Chanoff Founder, Mapendo International

Dr. Modeste Kigabo The Mahoro Association

Ms. Zoeann Murphy USCRI, Albany

Ms. Thandi Tshabangu-Soko  Adjunct Professor, NHTI; Genocide Survivor

Ms. Susan Allison-Endriss Adjunct Professor, NHTI

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Ms. Rose Mapendo International Spokeswoman, Genocide Survivor, UNHCR 2008
Humanitarian of the Year

Mr. Olivier Mandevu President, Gatumba Refugees Survivors Foundation
MODERATOR
Mr. David Carpenter Secretary/Treasurer, Gatumba Refugees Survivors Foundation
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Weblinks to Additional Information

www.gatumbasurvivors.org

General Information on the Gatumba Massacre

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gatumba
http://www.refugees.org/newsroomsub.aspx?id=1026

US Department of State Statement on Gatumba Massacre
http://lwww.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2004/35260.htm

Human Rights Watch - Report on Gatumba Massacre
http://hrw.org/backgrounder/africa/burundi/2004/0904/

Amnesty International - Statements on Gatumba Massacre
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index’ENGAFR160142006
http://news.amnesty.org/index’ENGAFR160202004

Cultural Orientation Resource Center - Background Report on Banyamulenge

http://www.cal.org/co/pdffiles/backgrounder_tutsi.pdf

Coverage of Survivors and Previous Memorials

http://www.wnyc.org/shows/lopate/episodes/2007/07/19/segments/82394
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9EOCEODA1E3EF936A3575BC0A9619C8B63

Subsequent Remembrances

http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=38862

http://en.wikinews.org/wiki/Activists_remember_Burundi%27s_Gatumba_massacre
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